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Conservative Leader Margaret Thatcher
Gives Reasons (And Is Herself A Reason)
Why There Should Always Be An England
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Travesty of Justice
Weak from old age, often
crippled by injuries or illnesses,
and generally unable to protect
themselves from physical assault,
New York City's senior citizens are
being victimized by violent crime
today more than any other group
of Americans.
Savage young hoodlums—oftentimes coached by older criminals—
are beating, stabbing, raping and
robbing helpless 80 and 90-yearold women and leaving them to die
in their lonely apartments. Elderly
married women are forced to
watch in some cases while their
husbands are being tortured, then
the husbands are forced to watch
while their wives are being sexually abused.
Robbery is the primary motive
and the first few days of each
month when Social Security checks
are being delivered is the most
terrifying time for potential victims. But Social Security payments
are just a fraction of the losses
which many citizens are suffering.
Apartments are often swept clean
of life-time accumulations of
money, jewelry, appliances and furniture.
Indoors and out, the elderly live
in terror. For them, the Golden
Years have become Years of Terror.
"You simply cannot enjoy life
knowing that whenever you go out

CONTENTS
WHO GETS RICH OFF NEW YORK'S POVERTY?
George W. Shannon
RANDOM GLANCES AT THE NEWS
Judge Strikes Down Reverse Discrimination
8
Philadelphia Mayor Plans to Crusade for Whites . 10
CAN MARGARET THATCHER LIBERATE GREAT BRITAIN?
George W. Shannon
STRICTLY PERSONAL
Roy V. Harris .
IN MEMORIAM: ELLIS WAUGH WRIGHT, 1890-1978
William J. Simmons .
DID ALGER Hiss INITIATE THE PANAMA
CANAL GIVEAWAY?
James K. Anderson, via Congressional Record
EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK
CITIZEN'S COUNSEL

for a walk someone may be following," said one 68-year-old
woman. Two years ago she suffered a broken arm when, for no
apparent reason, a young man
shoved her to the sidewalk. Four
months ago her husband was
mugged on the second floor of
their apartment building by two
young thugs who escaped with $35.
A few journalists and sociologists see the attacks on elderly
people as a new aspect of American urban pathology: "the predatory relationship between the very
young and the very old."
It is much more than that.
Detective Thomas Sullivan of
the Senior Citizens Robbery Unit
in the Bronx sees it as a predatory
victimization of whites by blacks.
"About 99 per cent of the victims are white," said Detective
Sullivan, "and about 99 per cent
of the criminals are black."
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There are also instances of
young blacks attacking and robbing elderly blacks, but they are
relatively rare.
It is a travesty of justice that a
great country such as the United
States, whose President is so concerned about the "human rights"
of selected peoples in faraway
lands, has sponsored a socio-racial
revolution that endangers the lives
of its own elderly citizens at home.
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.Bobbe W. Simmons
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Give a Bronx Cheer for the South Bronx

Who Gets Rich Off New York's Poverty?
GEORGE W. SHANNON
ti\\JE'VE got to stop the
W stealing!"
This is the goal which New
York's new mayor, Edward I. Koch,
has set for his recently announced
proposed reorganization of the
city's multimillion-dollar, graftridden "antipoverty" welfare program.
Mayor Koch knows his job will
not be easy. And so does Deputy
Mayor Herman Badillo, the official
directly involved in planning the
changes. The welfare program, as
Badillo sees it, has become a monster embracing "the worst part of
the political system."
Not the least of Badillo's worries
is the fear of hostilities in the city's
black and Puerto Rican communities, particularly those areas with
ties to the existing giveaway programs.
The whole municipal antipoverty
structure, he says, is caught up in
a web of corruption, waste, patronage abuse, political empire building and feuding among blacks,
Puerto Ricans and other ethnic
groups.
According to both city and Federal officials, hundreds of millions
of dollars in "antipoverty funds"
have been spent in New York in
recent years with almost no control over accountability or use of
the expenditures. City Comptroller
Harrison J. Goldin recently charged

that outmoded population data had
been used in the misallocation of
"tens of millions of dollars . . .
among and within the city's poor
neighborhoods."
It is too bad that Mayor Koch's
proposed "reorganization" cannot
be extended to all parts of the nation. American taxpayers are burdened enough with legalized foolishness in the welfare program
without having to pay also for
graft and waste.
In Mississippi, officials in Jackson are concerned over the possibility that several hundred city
employees may be receiving food
stamps through fraud. In Yazoo
City, Miss., able-bodied blacks of
both sexes, young and old, have
been picketing the local food stamp
office, charging that it harasses
and cheats recipients of the federal
dole.
Tax monies allocated by the U. S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) are being
used by municipalities in all parts
of the country to pay for extensive
improvements for privately-owned
homes. A $500,000 project in which
low-income home owners may receive individual grants of up to
$7,500 to renovate their residences
has just been inaugurated in
Clarksdale, Miss. The $7,500 grants
in Clarksdale could bring comTHE CITI2 EN

Street address of building in the Bronx is brightly painted on rooftop as part of an
experiment to aid police helicopters to spot and report emergencies more easily.

plaints from beneficiaries of the
program in other cities—Jackson,
for example, where last year grants
for improvements to residences in
the predominantly black neighborhood near predominantly black
Jackson State University were limited to $4,500 per home.
As if looking for new ways to
throw away tax money, the U. S.
Department of Agriculture last
year invited 44 low-income Mississippians wanting to air complaints about the food stamp proMAY
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gram to be its guests on an allexpense-paid trip to Memphis,
Tenn., where testimony was to be
received at a public hearing. The
USDA announced it would provide a bus which would travel
through various cities in the state,
picking up those who wished to
avail themselves of free hotel
rooms and meals in Memphis while
waiting to testify.
In another area of the welfare
program, the House Agriculture
committee voted recently to allow

strikers to continue getting free
food stamps if they meet income
tests and their assets do not exceed
federal standards. Rep. Richard
Kelly (R-Fla.) said existing laws
allow labor unions to use the stamp
program as a strike fund. Nevertheless, the committee rejected
Kelly's proposal to ban stamps for
strikers, despite the fact it would
not have taken stamps from families which were getting the aid
before a family member joined a
strike.
In their probe of welfare fraud
and waste in New York City,
Mayor Koch and Deputy Mayor
Badillo, for starters, may want to
look into a report by Richard V.
Horan, the state's Welfare Inspector General, that nearly 500 of the
municipality's recipients and families may also be collecting welfare grants in New Jersey, and that
welfare checks are being sent to
prisoners in the city's jails. In the
case of payments to prisoners,
Comptroller Goldin sees "an intolerable condition whereby taxpayers are needlessly paying for
the subsistence of individuals
twice."
No wonder the annual interest
on our national debt is more than
$50 billion!
II
Before President Jimmy Carter
gets too deeply involved in a multimillion dollar plan to redevelop
all of New York City's South Bronx
slums, American taxpayers might
profit if he took a good look at
what happened when $4 million
was spent to restore 20 buildings in
just two blocks of the area six
years ago.

Civic-minded do-gooders and
welfare-role families envisioned a
Utopian-like existence for the fortunate tenants who would be
chosen to dwell in the 300 reconstructed, modernized apartments,
but today these buildings, already
abandoned and decaying, represent only a ruined dream.
From 1969 to 1972 the five-story
and six-story buildings were renovated with U. S. governmentguaranteed bank loans of more
than $4 million. Now, with half the
20 buildings completely empty and
ravaged, and the other 10 only
partly occupied, Federal officials
are trying to group the remaining
100 families in seven of the least
ruined structures. Thirteen of the
buildings are expected to be demolished.
Black and Hispanic tenants of
the newly dilapidated apartment
complex—known as the Mott
Haven Housing Development Fund
Project—blame conditions on defective rehabilitation work, neglectful and exploitive management and
poor government supervision. But
the nonprofit community-based
sponsors and their real estate
agents say that the real reason for
the ruin and decay is vandalism
and destructive thievery by the
tenants and other neighborhood
people, the failure of many residents to pay their rent and a lack
of government help in meeting
these problems.
Robert Esnard, Deputy Borough
President of the Bronx, says that
giving the residents good housing
was not enough. "You need a lot
of supportive services — family
counseling, good tenant-screening
and tenant participation—and, he
added, "you have to give people
THE CITIZEN

Is this a war-ravaged area? Yes and no. It is just part of the South Bronx/ ravaged by
Washington and New York's "war on poverty."

jobs/' In other words, he feels tax
money should be used to provide
work for the occupants and to
teach them how to live in modern
housing, in addition to giving them
welfare money and subsidizing
their rent.
The city's new $870 million South
Bronx plan now being reviewed by
the Carter Administration calls not
only for thousands of new and rehabilitated apartments, but also for
creating 10,000 new jobs. In addition, it would provide "social services" for the occupants.
Welfare payments cover the $236
monthly rent for Dolores Brown,
who occupies a seven-room apartment with her six children, but the
family complains that the apartment never was painted as the
operators said it would be and
that there is no heat in the buildMAY
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ing. Norma Diaz, who gets $235
a month in welfare allocations to
pay the rent for a six-room apartment in which she lives with her
10 children, complains about a
broken bathroom ceiling and a
stopped-up sink containing stagnant water.
But from Robert F. R. Ballard,
president of East Side House, the
nonprofit community sponsor, and
Samuel N. Benjamin, president of
a realty firm which managed the
buildings from 1970 to 1974, comes
a completely different story.
"We had a rent-delinquency
problem that was unbelievable,"
Benjamin said. "We couldn't keep
an intercom in the building for
two weeks because they were
ripped off. After once or twice I
(Continued on Page 28)

RANDOM GLANCES AT THE NEWSReverse Discrimination
Struck Down in Detroit
DETROIT, Mich. — Detroit's
affirmative action program under
which black policemen were promoted over better qualified whites
has been struck down by a federal judge as racially discriminatory. "Racial discrimination is
as indefensible when practiced
against whites as it is when practiced against blacks," U.S. District
Judge Fred Kaess said in issuing
a permanent injunction. The decision followed a 17-week trial of
a suit filed by the predominantly
white Detroit Police Officers Association. Kaess ruled the city
must appoint sergeants in accordance "with strict, numerical ranking and without deviation" from
the current eligibility roster that
is based on written tests, supervisor review and on-the-job performance.* Attorney James Andary
said the city would file an emergency appeal with the 6th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals. Kaess
also ordered a second trial to determine awards that may be ordered for an estimated 200 white
policemen who were passed over
for promotion because of the program. Mayor Coleman Young,
Detroit's first black mayor, denounced the ruling, saying the
'See column, "Citizens Counsel." on Page 29.

judge was trying "to run the city."
The judge's ruling struck down a
program the city established in an
effort to increase the number of
black sergeants on the force. The
program attempted to give at least
50 percent of promotions to blacks,
while bypassing whites on the
numerical eligibility list. Before
the affirmative action plan began
in 1974, the police department was
less than 18 percent black and
fewer than 5 percent of its sergeants were black. Now, about 15
percent of the sergeants and about
30 percent of the entire 5,800-officer force are black. The city had
argued that Detroit's having more
blacks than whites was a compelling reason for instituting racial
quotas. However, Kaess said, if
that were the case, "then apparently any all-white community . . .
could lay claim to such a compelling interest in forming a basis
to reject all non-whites."

Armed Black Anarchists
Blockaded in Philadelphia
PHILADELPHIA, Pa. - - Riotequipped officers blockaded a
three-story house in trying to
starve out more than 20 armed
black anarchists holed up since
spring of 1977, when they taunted
the police with automatic rifles.
THE CITIZEN

Members of radical group MOVE on reinforced porch taunt Philadelphia police behind
barricade fence at right. Police cut off food/ water and utilities in a prolonged attempt
to starve urban guerrillas out. Access to four-square-block area around MOVE's house
is "severely restricted/' to quote AP.

About 300 policemen, some carrying shotguns and wearing flak
jackets, set up barriers at intersections within a block of the
dwelling, then withdrew to buildings and rooftops across the
street. Members of the group,
known as MOVE, stood on a
wood rampart in the front yard,
screaming "Murderer!" and obscenities at a yellow-slickered
policeman 10 feet away. The
group maintains that it is part of
a back-to-nature movement that
shuns modern technology. (See
MAY
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September 1977 issue of THE
CITIZEN). Warrants have been
issued for the arrest of several
members of the group on weapons
and explosives charges, but the
police were unable to serve them.
The house, which is surrounded
by garbage and excrement, had
been under a 24-hour police surveillance for 10 months. The
surveillance has cost the city more
than $1 million in overtime pay
for the police. It appeared that
the police and the Negro anarchists were in a standoff. MOVE

members have said that they have
enough food to last a year, and
the police have indicated that
they do not plan to storm the
house unless fired on first. The
police acted after the State Supreme Court denied a petition
from a neighborhood group that
would have prevented the blockade, first ordered by Mayor Frank
L. Rizzo. The building is in an
old integrated neighborhood that
includes many college students
among its residents. City Solicitor
Sheldon Albert said there were at
least 20 adult males, four women
and eight children in the house,
and added that 18 of them were
named in arrest warrants. Albert
also said the group had at least 14
weapons, four capable of automatic fire, as well as explosives.
Two years ago a woman member
of the group warned the police that
her comrades would destroy their
children before turning them over
to the authorities. However, another member of the group said
recently that the threat was a ploy
to keep the police at bay. "We
will only shoot if they come in
here and try to hurt our babies,"
an unidentified woman in the
group told the police today. "The
cops, the Rizzo administration, has
once again proven our point—that
they are insane. If they come in
here, we will fight them with
everything we have." In a related
development, two members of the
group were sentenced to four
years in jail on conspiracy and firearms charges. The sentence was
imposed on Gregory Howard
Africa, 26 years old, and Samuel
Sanders Africa, 25, both of Philadelphia, by Federal District Judge
io

Clifford Scott Green. They were
convicted of conspiracy and illegally possessing, manufacturing
and transporting explosives and
firearms.

Philadelphia's intrepid Mayor (and former
police commissioner) Frank L. Rizzo is
shown here in 1971 as he votes in election which he won. How did he vote?
Who knows? Secret balloting.

Philadelphia Mayor Plans
To Crusade for U.S. Whites
PHILADELPHIA - - Frank L.
Rizzo, the "law-and-order" mayor
of the fourth largest city in the
United States, has decided to seek
a national following as a spokesman for American whites. Mayor
Rizzo announced he will not try
to break the City Charter's twoterm limit for mayors and will
leave office when his term expires
THE CITIZEN

in 1980. Rizzo, 57, a former police
commissioner, spoke in behalf of
property-conscious whites who
have been his political power
base. "I'm going to defend the
rights of American citizens who
happen to be ethnics," he said.
"The whites have to join hands
to get equal treatment. When
blacks say something, it's to help
their people. When the whites
get together and ask for something
they're racist. Now where's the
fairness here? I'm tired of hearing
that." For his announcement, he
chose a Catholic school auditorium
in South Philadelphia where white
residents were meeting to discuss
their opposition to public housing
for low-income persons in their
neighborhood. "Four more years!
Four more years!" the crowd
chanted when he arrived. "I'm
more liberal in my little finger
than most of the so-called liberals
are when it comes to human
rights," he said. "I've done more
for the minorities than any mayor
before me — unquestionably. I
want everybody to be treated
equal . . . Certain groups want
special privileges — I just can't let
that happen. I want to be a voice
that is heard not only in Philadelphia but across this great country," he said. Recently, he accused
the United States Justice Department of conspiring in a "liberal
leftist" plot against the Police Department, a dozen of whose officers were indicted on brutality
charges. Later, when the city's
public housing and employment
programs for predominantly black
Philadelphians were criticized by
Federal officials, the Mayor
charged that Senator William
Proxmire's thinking had been afMAY 1978

fected by the Senator's muchpublicized hair transplant. Rizzo
charged that the Carter Administration was withholding millions in
funds for jobs and housing in
Philadelphia because the Mayor
had been given a "media-created"
image as a racist. The Mayor also
said that one of the first steps he
would take in his new role would
be to ask all candidates in the
current campaign for Governor of
Pennsylvania their positions on racially sensitive issues such as public housing, busing and quota
systems in employment and education. Anyone who disagrees
with him, the Mayor suggested,
"couldn't get elected dog catcher."
When a black woman television reporter asked him what effect his
campaign would have on the city's
blacks, the Mayor said to the reporter, "Your race is beginning to
show on your arm."

Teacher Fatally Stabbed
At Entry to N. Y. Subway
NEW YORK, N. Y.—A 34-yearold teacher of Spanish was stabbed
to death as she entered the IRT
subway station at Lincoln Center
shortly after noon. The woman,
Claudia Curfman Castellana, was
stabbed 10 times in the chest, arms
and back according to a spokesman for Roosevelt Hospital, where
she was pronounced dead on arrival at 12:30 P.M. Witnesses told
police that Castellana had been attacked by a black man 20 to 25
years old near the bottom of the
stairs leading from the sidewalk
on the east side of Broadway to

the uptown IRT platform. She
staggered down the stairs at the
66th Street station and collapsed
between the token booth and the
turnstiles as passengers began to
leave a northbound local that had
just pulled into the station, the
police said. As Mrs. Castellana
collapsed, the police said, several
witnesses gave chase to a man they
thought might have been responsible for the attack. "He got away
and we don't know whether it was
the right man or not," a detective
said later after interviewing witnesses.

White Boy, 15, Wounded
By Negro in High School
ST. LOUIS, Mo.—A 15-year-old
student at O'Fallon Technical
Center was shot and slightly injured by another student who
suddenly brandished a revolver in
the foyer of the high school, according to police. The attacker, a
freshman, apparently pulled the
trigger three times before the gun
fired, striking the student in the
arm. Police declined to release
the name of the suspect. Police
said the victim, identified as
Ronnie Marshall, was taken to
Rarnes Hospital with a bullet
wound to the arm. Hospital officials said he was treated and released.
Several parents had
charged in January at a meeting
of presidents of the school system's
parent congresses that a discipline
breakdown with racial overtones
has occurred at O'Fallon. They
cited several instances in which
groups of black students beat a

single white student, or attempted
to extort petty sums in hallways
or bus loading areas. Three black
youths were suspended in connection with another sequence of incidents in January in which a black
student was the beating victim.
Principal Walter J. Katz conceded
that the school has some behavior
control problems, but denied that
there was a pattern of violence or
petty crime. O'Fallon has a fulltime freshman class of about 900.
The remaining students are bused
there for half-day technical and
vocational programs in cooperation with neighborhood high
schools. Total enrollment of almost 3,000 is about 90 percent
black. According to a school
spokesman, Marshall and two other
students had been smoking cigarettes outside the school at around
10:40 a.m. and had entered the
foyer to go to their classes. They
came face to face with the suspect
and a companion, who might not
have been a student at the school.
The suspect remarked to his friend
that he liked the slacks being worn
by one of the three. His friend
said that he already had a pair.
Police said that the suspect, who
apparently had some cartridges in
his hand, turned his back on the
three and began loading a .32caliber revolver. He turned and
pointed the gun at one of the three
students and it just clicked. He
then pointed it at Marshall, pulled
the trigger and again it did not
fire. He pulled the trigger for the
third time and a bullet struck
Marshall in the forearm. The two
then fled out the door. A school
spokesman said there appeared to
be no real motive for the shooting.

CAN MARGARET THATCHER
LIBERATE GREAT BRITAIN?
GEORGE W. SHANNON
White Rritish resistance to a
mounting flood of black and brown
immigrants may become the force
which will give England its first
woman Prime Minister.
This became clear recently when
Margaret Thatcher, Rritain's dynamic Conservative Party leader,
called for "an end to immigration,"
declaring that many Rritons now
fear they will be "swamped by
people of a different culture."
Racial tensions have been a daily
topic of conversation for many
years in Rritain's political circles,
its homes, its pubs and other gathering places, but it is Margaret
Thatcher who has made them a
burning partisan issue now. Since
Mrs. Thatcher took her stand in a
television interview several weeks
ago ethnic issues have been constant topics on the front pages of
London's newspapers.
Political results favorable to the
Conservative Party were apparent
immediately after the broadcast in
which Mrs. Thatcher promised
four times "the prospect of a clear
end to immigration." Rlacks from
Africa and the West Indies, along
with Asian immigrants, she said,
are "threatening to destroy the
Rritish character" which "has done
so much for Democracy . . . for
law."
National Opinion Polls of Rritain
reported a survey revealed the
Conservatives had gained an 11MAY
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Britain's
Conservative
Party
leader
Margaret Thatcher is shown here as she
attended, last February, a memorial
service in London honoring America's
liberal Senator and former Vice President
Hubert Humphrey.

point lead over incumbent Prime
Minister James Callaghan's Labor
Party. Prior to her appearance on
television, Labor had led Mrs.
Thatcher's party by two points in
a poll by the same organization.
A Gallup poll resulted in even
more significant findings. Of those
interviewed, 59 per cent said they
consider the continued influx of
blacks and Asians a "very serious
social problem"; 46 per cent declared race relations were worsening, and 49 per cent said Rritain
should offer cash to immigrants
who would return to their homelands.
With a general election coming
up either in the fall of 1978 or next
13

spring, Labor Party strategists admit they are worried. White Labor
Party supporters in the suburbs of
big industrial cities where many
nonwhites have congregated are
expected to show their resentment
by voting for the Conservatives.
Although the black and brown
immigrants account for only about
3.4 per cent of Britain's population
of 56 million, many white Britons
are convinced that they threaten
not only their jobs, but also their
white civilization. However distasteful most Southern Americans
might regard racial epithets, there
was general approval among whites
in Britain recently when a British
High Court judge ruled that there
was nothing inherently unlawful in
the public use of such terms as
"niggers," "wogs" and "coons."
So great is white resentment, in
the opinion of Lord Pitt, a native
West Indian who is Britain's only
black peer, that "people are no
longer ashamed of being bigots . . .
Ten years ago they would say,
'Sorry, no colored.' Today they
don't even bother to say, 'Sorry.'"
This transformation in the attitude of a people who only a few
years ago were chiding Americans

for their lack of racial tolerance
is at least partly attributable to
recurring racial violence which has
rocked Britain in recent months.
More than 250 persons were injured during a carnival in London's
multiracial Notting Hill district
last August. In January of this year,
200 black youths from the West
Indies attacked white youths and
the police in the industrial town of
Wolverhampton, near Birmingham.
Out of this violence have risen
such organizations as the National
Front, an extremist pro-white political party which is credited with
having pushed the Liberals into
fourth place in a recent national
election. Twenty-five policemen
were injured in a battle between
Front supporters and opponents in
Birmingham last May.
American politicians who think
forced racial integration is a dead
issue might take a cue from developments in England. As rioted
by another British member of
Parliament, Enoch Powell, "Integration of races of totally disparate
origins and cultures is one of
the great myths of our time. It
has never worked throughout history . . ."

Hotting Hill, a section of London populated largely by blacks from the West Indies,
is the scene of periodic violence. Disorder above is residue of a riot following a
"calypso carnival" summer before last. It seems that British Socialism does not
eliminate all cultural differences between Britons and West Indians.
14
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STRICTLY
PERSONAL
ROY V. HARRIS
President Citizens Councils of America
******************************

Jimmy Carter's credibility gap
grows wider every day.
The latest example of this fact
happened in Macon, Georgia in
April, 1978. President Carter's
crowd had State Senator E. Culver
Kidd of Milledgeville, Georgia
indicted by a federal grand jury
for conspiring to protect gambling
in his county. The President,
another state senator and the head
of the Georgia Bureau of Investigation testified against Kidd, and
if the jury had believed their testimony, they should have found Kidd
guilty. Kidd offered no witnesses
in his behalf. He simply took the
stand and denied the charges.
The jury went out and in less
than three hours found Kidd not
guilty. Not much has been said
about it in the newspapers, but
this is the biggest slap in the face
that Carter has ever had and it
came from his own people. The
jury simply did not believe him.
They waited six years to indict
Kidd and why they prosecuted
him after six years makes an interesting story.
Before the trial, the Augusta
Herald, published at Augusta,
Georgia, came out with an editorial on March 29, 1978 under
MAY 1978

the headline, "WHERE'S CARTER
BEEN?" The the Herald said:
"The indictment of Georgia
State Sen. E. Culver Kidd of
Milledgeville for allegedly conspiring to protect some gambling
operations has led Atlanta Constitution columnist Bill Shipp to
raise a very interesting question —
the answer to which we agree with
him 'could send shock waves all
the way to Washington/
"And by Washington we mean
the District of Columbia, and not
the Central Savannah River Area
community.
"The question is simply this:
Where has 'old-born-again, I'llnever-lie-to-you Jimmy Carter'
been for the past six years since
he was allegedly approached by
an emissary of Senator Kidd with
the proposition that the Milledgeville Democrat would trade off his
support for Carter's governmental
re-organization program if the
state's chief executive would tip
him off when the state was considering hitting gambling activities
in his area?
"The emissary was allegedly
former State Sen. R. Eugene
Holley of Augusta. If one had to
(Continued on Page 31)
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In Memoriam

Ellis Waugh Wright, 1890-1978
On the evening of April 19, 1978,
where the shadows of early night
gathered around the eminence
occupied by St. Dominic's Hospital
in Jackson, Mississippi, the spirit
of Ellis W. Wright, Sr. quietly
ascended from this earth.
With his passing, we have lost
a close friend, and the Citizens
Council movement has lost one of
its patriarchal leaders.
Mr. Wright was a founder and
first president of the Jackson
Citizens Council. He served for
many years on the Executive
Committee of the Mississippi
Association of Citizens Councils,
and he was a founder and trustee
of the Council School Foundation.
A science laboratory building at
Council School 3 Manhattan (now
Manhattan Academy) was dedicated in honor of Mr. and Mrs.
Ellis W. Wright, Sr. Novembej
20, 1974 on the eve of their 62nd
wedding anniversary as a tribute
to them and to their family for
their many contributions to the
cause of excellence in education.
All of his life, Mr. Wright was
a founder, a builder and a
leader. He was a man of deep conviction; devoid of personal prejudice. He was quietly courageous,
with the kind of unshakable fortitude that could — and did — withstand every wind that blew. He
was one of the kindest and most
compassionate of men, gentle-
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natured in a way that only strong
men can be. When required, he
could be stern, but he never was
heard to raise his voice in anger.
Mr. Wright's life was filled with
service to his fellow citizens. His
life was a blessing to everyone
who knew him. And those so
blessed numbered in the tens of
thousands.
In 1923 Mr. Wright founded
Jackson's first funeral home,
Wright & Ferguson, with the late
Warren B. Ferguson. He was a
founding member and lay leader
of the Riverside Independent
Methodist Church. He served two
terms on the board of control of
the National Selected Morticians,
was a past president of the Mississippi Funeral Directors Association, a past president of the Jackson Rotary Club, past district
governor and past treasurer of
Rotary District 141, and past
president of the Jackson Chamber
of Commerce. He was also a
former director of the Hinds
County chapter of the American
Red Cross, former president of
the Jackson YMCA, former member of the budget committee of the
Community Chest, former director
of the Hinds County Defense
Council, former member of the
board of the Salvation Army, and
a Mason, a member of Pearl
Lodge No. 23, York Rite Bodies
and Wahabi Shrine Temple. He
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Mr. and Mrs. Ellis W. Wright on the eve of their 62nd wedding anniversary November
20, 1974, as Council School 3 (now Manhattan Academy) science laboratory was
dedicated in their honor.

was a charter member and past
president of the Jackson Farm
Club, a past president of the Hinds
County Farm Bureau and a past
director of the Hinds County
Livestock Association. He served
on numerous fund raising drives
for colleges, churches, health
organizations and other constructive community projects and programs.
Mr. Wright exemplified the
qualities of a Christian gentleman
in a very special way. His carriage, his demeanor, his courteous
dignity, his earnest concern, his
immaculate appearance, his unfailing consideration — all disMAY 1978

tinguished him as one of God's
gentle men. He was an inspiration
to all of us in the Citizens Council
who were fortunate to be associated with him and to be guided
by his leadership. His force of
character was such that it was
never necessary for him to explain
his views in detail or to expound
them with vigor. His ideas just
came across with the elemental
simplicity of the force of gravity.
In the practice of his profession,
Mr. Wright, with his sons and
other associates under his leadership, have conducted a Christian
ministry of compassion that has
eased the sharp hours of grief of

uncounted thousands of citizens in
this area. No matter how deep the
hurt of losing a loved one, the
calm strength and competence of
Mr. Wright and his "boys" helped
unfailingly through the hours
when things had to be done that
one felt simply could not be
faced.
Mr. Wright's life was indeed a
blessing. How appropriate and how
fortunate that he, in turn, was
blessed—by a long and happy
marriage, by a large family of six
surviving children, 22 grandchildren and 22 great-grandchildren who loved and respected him,
by success in his business and
professional life, by honors from
his fellow citizens, and by the
benediction of spiritual salvation.
Dr. W. Douglas Hudgins, wellknown and respected Baptist
minister, concluded an eloquent

eulogy at the services for Mr.
Wright at Riverside Independent
Methodist Church in Jackson by
reading from the 1st Psalm. Dr.
Hudgins asked those in attendance
if they did not agree that the
Psalmist was writing of a man like
Mr. Wright.
Blessed is the man that
walketh not in the counsel
of the ungodly, nor standeth
in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.
But his delight is in the law
of the Lord; and in his law doth
he meditate day and night.
And he shall be like a tree
planted by the rivers of water,
that bringeth forth his fruit in
his season; his leaf also shall
not wither; and whatsoever he
doeth shall prosper.
—William J. Simmons

DID ALGER HISS INITIATE
THE PANAMA CANAL GIVEAWAY?
A Report from The Congressional Record
HON. LARRY McDONALD
OF GEORGIA
IN THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, March 2, 1978
Mr. McDONALD, Mr. Speaker,
the Panama Canal Treaty the U.S.
Senate is grappling with today did
not come about by accident.
Wheels were set in motion years
and years ago. In fact, the case
can be made that none other than
Alger Hiss initiated the chain of
events leading to the present deliberations. The VFW magazine for
January 1978 presents some interesting light on the matter, and I
commend these two items to the
attention of my colleagues:
THE HISS-PANAMA
CONNECTION
(By James K. Anderson)

Plaque commemorating dedication of laboratory was prepared in duplicate, one copy
to go on laboratory wall, and one for Mr. and Mrs. Wright.
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The name of Alger Hiss has
surfaced in the debate over the
ratification of the proposed treaties
that would turn the U.S. Canal on
the Isthmus of Panama over to that
Central American republic.
Hiss was the former State
Department official who was convicted on two counts of perjury in
1950 arising from his denial that
he turned over secret documents
to a Communist agent who then
passed them on to a Soviet spy ring.
The story of the Hiss-Panama
connection goes back to August,
MAY

1978

Representative Lawrence Patton McDonald, Democrat of Georgia, is a physician
as well as a Congressman, and is one of
the
outstanding
young
Conservative
leaders of the nation.

1946, when the Panamanian government was heatedly demanding
the return of land for bases in
Panama leased to the U.S. for
World War II canal defense. This
campaign was launched as the
Russians v/ere attacking the U.S.
for holding on to military installations around the world. These were
the opening salvos in the Cold
War.
Admittedly, 32 years is a long
way to go in search of culprits for
the present canal plight, but the
feverish activity of Communists
the world over in that first postwar year set the pattern for their

subsequent attempts to weaken the
U.S. position on the isthmus.
According to contemporary accounts, the Communists were in
the forefront of the bases campaign,
a popular issue in Panama because
it played on the patriotic pride of
the Panamanians who saw the
U.S. in the role of villain. The
Partido del Pueblo, the Panamanian
Communist Party, issued demagogic statements and held inflammatory rallies in the republic's
principal cities to charge up the
emotions of the people.
Nub of the dispute was the termination date of the war. The 1942
bases agreement called for them to
be turned back to Panama a year
after the cessation of hostilities.
The U.S. contended that meant the
signing of a "definitive treaty" of
peace; Panama's interpretation was
the signing of the Japanese surrender on the USS Missouri, Sept.
1, 1945.
The Hiss involvement provided
Panamanian nationalist extremists
and Communists with more antiU.S. fuel. In addition, according to
Hanson W. Baldwin, retired New
York Times military writer, in a
published American Enterprise Institute debate on the canal, it
signaled a shift in State Department policy toward recognizing
Panamanian sovereignty over the
Canal Zone.
To make matters worse, the
United Nations General Assembly
was meeting in New York. In that
center of world communications
anything that happened was bound
to get far greater attention than
anywhere else.
Hiss, then head of the State
Department's Office of Political
20

Affairs, included the Canal Zone in
a list of U.S. "occupied" territories
which he sent to the United Nations as required by the UN
Charter. Apparently, he did this on
his own initiative and violated
standing rules by doing so.
This infuriated Spruille Braden,
then assistant secretary of state for
Latin America, who knew nothing
of Hiss' action until he read in the
Washington Post that the Canal
Zone was in the list.
Here is Braden's account of the
affair as he recalled it in a recent
letter in the V.F.W. magazine:
"In essence, Murray Wise and
another two of my staff aides in
the department, responsible for the
conduct of the Panamanian Desk,
appealed to me because they were
having so much trouble with Alger
Hiss, who at the time was in
charge of the Office of Special
Political Affairs having to do particularly with United Nations' affairs,
in which I also was involved.
"I insisted that Hiss always consult with my aides or myself on all
matters having to do with Latin
America. Hiss promised that he
would do so.
"Therefore, I was surprised one
morning to read in the Washington
Post that the State Department had
presented a full report made by
the governor of the Panama Canal
Zone (Maj. Gen. Joseph C.
Mehaffey), characterizing it as a
report on 'occupied territory. . /
"Needless to say, I was enraged
and immediately went to my office
in the department and called in
the three principal aides. They
could not account for it. We then
called in the other two officials
who had been directly concerned

Historic scene in August 1948 when Alger Hiss, standing at left, and Whittaker
Chambers, standing at right, confronted each other before the House Committee on
Un-American Activities in Washington, D.C. A recent scholarly book, "Perjury," by
Prof. Allen Weinstein, confirms with unprecedentedly thorough research the verdict
of the jury in 1950 that Alger Hiss was indeed guilty of perjury as charged.

with Hiss. They had tried to get
him that morning, as I did after
hearing their story. He was not to
be found anywhere. He had left
his home, but his secretary did not
know where he was going and
could not imagine what meeting
he might be attending."
Since Secretary of State James
F. Byrnes was at a meeting of the
UN General Assembly in New
York, Braden told Dean Acheson,
acting secretary of state in Byrnes'
absence, that Hiss must be found.
"We could not tolerate such a
report going to the UN; it would
cause great trouble," Braden
related. "Acheson was unable to
find Hiss during that entire day.

Around about 5 or 6 p.m. I was in
a conference with the Brazilian
ambassador when I received word
from Dean Acheson that Hiss at
last had been found and was in
his office.
"Since I could not cut off my
discussion with the ambassador,
I delegated the job of going to
Acheson's office for a meeting
with Hiss to Ambassador Briggs
(Ellis O. Briggs, Spraden's deputy).
"Hiss was very apologetic, but
said the document could not be
withdrawn. Briggs, on my instructions, had emphatically demanded
that it be withdrawn. However,
Acheson supported Hiss (I should
add that Hiss in such conversations

THE CITIZEN
MAY 1978

21

appeared to be the sweetest and
kindliest of people, in whose mouth
sugar would not melt).
"Forthwith, I sent Murray Wise
(accompanied by Gen. Charles H.
Bonesteel, as I recall, representing
the Pentagon) to New York to
repeat my view to Secretary
Byrnes. Simultaneously, I sent a
message to the secretary telling
him what I was doing.
"When Wise and the general
arrived at Byrnes' office, he said
he knew the story and refused to
discuss it with Wise. Therefore the
report stood and did cause an
uproar, inciting the Panamanians
to raise Merry Ned because of the
words 'occupied territory/"
In his book "Danger Over
Panama," Jules Dubois, for years
the Chicago Tribune's Latin
American correspondent, described
Hiss' inclusion of the Canal Zone
as a "sinister maneuver in the
United Nations which was designed further to inflame Panamanian passions against the United
States . . ." and a "subtle one to
try to expedite the internationalization of the Panama Canal."
Irate that Panama was called
"occupied" territory and that the
U.S. refused to admit its sovereignty over the zone, Ricardo J.
Alfaro, Panamanian foreign minister, chairman of Panama's UN
delegation and a former president,
on November 14, 1946, raised
"Merry Ned" in the UN's trusteeship committee in the form of a
prolonged denunciation of the U.S.
position that it is sovereign in the
Canal Zone. He asserted that listing the Canal Zone with Alaska,
Hawaii, Guam and other outright
possessions was a "manifest error
22

which the delegation of Panama
expects will be corrected by such
means as may be appropriate." He
called the zone "sacred soil of the
republic (of Panama)."
The New York Times' account
of Alfaro's speech concluded with
a curious paragraph that said the
American position was that Alfaro's
"contentions on Panama's status
were held to be entirely correct as
far as sovereignty was concerned."
Braden related that Brynes
"washed his hands of the entire
matter" and referred Alfaro to him,
"To this day I don't know who
so influenced Jimmy Byrnes,"
Braden wrote.
"Alfaro came to me with a series
of requests for changes in our
agreement with his country,"
Braden said. "In rebuttal, I
pointed out to him that when
agreeing on the minor 1936
changes made to the original 1903
agreement, Sumner Welles, then
assistant secretary of state, had
attached a memorandum quoting
the president and foreign minister
of Panama, who declared that they
had obtained all they could possibly ask for from the United
States and had no further requests
to make.
"I concluded my conversation by
telling Alfaro that insofar as I was
concerned, while I would agree to
giving up some of the temporary
bases acquired by us during the
Second World War, I otherwise
would not accept any further
changes from our original 1903
agreement.
"Alfaro thoroughly understood
all of this and thanked me for my
frank statement. Both as ambassador and assistant secretary of state,
THE CITIZEN

I have always insisted on my aforedescribed stand and statement to
Alfaro as he being the one and only
official statement of the facts."
In Britain, a far left Laborite
member of Parliament, Konni
Zilliacus, took Alfaro's speech with
its Hiss-supplied ammunition as
his cue to press the campaign for
an internationalized Gibraltar and
Suez and Panama canals, the
Communist line.
At the same time as the UN
flap, Braden recalls in his memoirs,
"Diplomats and Demagogues," that
Hiss had come up with a State
Department reorganization plan,
which if not defeated would have
put him "in control of American
relations with all foreign governments except those not in the UN."
In that first post-war year, U,S,
Communists were also active in

attempting to undermine this
country's control of the canal by
trying to organize some 17,000
non-U.S. workers in the zone
through a union subsequently
expelled from the CIO as Communist-dominated.
On Dec. 27, 1946, Ernie Adamson, counsel of the House UnAmerican Activities Committee,
issued a report claiming that "Communist-controlled unions are making inroads in the Panama Canal
Zone and by tying up the canal
can paralyze our entire shipping
and commerce."
The union's organizing activities,
which got no support from the
CIO, fizzled out in 1949 shortly
before its expulsion.
Although Alfaro's Nov. 14 speech
was to become the keystone of
Panama's arguments against U.S.

V
Alger Hiss is shown here in 1972 at a reception in New York honoring Daniel Ellsworth,
who delivered classified government documents, "The Pentagon Papers/1 to the New
York Times in 1971. Hiss and Ellsworth are obviously mutually sympathetic figures.
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control of the zone, the bases were
the Communists' principal immediate target.
Writing in the New York Times
of Dec. 21, 1946, C. H. Calhoun,
a Latin-American correspondent,
said:
"The question of the bases is
used by Latin-American Communists to charge the U.S. with imperialism and oppression as part
of the party line for stirring up
anti-Americanism."
Actually, of the 134 defense sites
in Panama for the WWII defense
of the canal, only 36 were still
occupied by the U.S. at the end

of 1946, small areas and formerly
uninhabited islands. The U.S. had
paid nearly $1 million in rent for
these sites and $618,540 worth of
buildings had been erected and
were given to Panama, along with
the real estate, when they were
returned. Negotiations over the
bases — scaled down to 12 radar
sites and the Rio Hato air base —
ended in U.S. and Panamanian
agreements on Dec. 20, 1947.
But the riotous reaction of Communist-dominated student organizations -- 10,000 stormed the National Assembly while the bases
treaty was being debated — and

Senate Majority Leader Robert C. Byrd stands with downcast eyes as
dent Omar Torrijos, second from left, shakes hands with Cuna
she explains why Panama's Indians were opposed to treaty. Torrijos,
of "small countries," is unmoved by pleas of oldest native stock in his

a planned Communist-called general strike forced the assembly to
reject it unanimously.
The next day; Dec. 23, the Army
evacuated all the bases on Panamanian soil and the United States
suffered its first post-war defeat in
Latin America.
It was a dress rehearsal for the
Communist-inspired riots of 1964
that led to the negotiations for the
present treaties, for, as Braden
charges, "A prime Communist objective was and still is to ease the
U.S. out of control of the Canal
Zone."
BRIGGS RECALLS
HISS INCIDENT
In his unpublished memoirs, the
late Ambassador Ellis O. Briggs
relates that Alger Hiss insisted that
listing of the Canal Zone was a
routine communication and had
already no doubt been marked
"file" by the UN secretariat and its
recall would attract attention to it.
Briggs warned Dean Acheson
and Hiss that letting it stand
would create "the damnedest explosion beside Lake Success since
Sperry invented the gyroscope."
Hiss* arguments for the report
were so well rehearsed that Briggs
was convinced that the incident
was not inadvertent, as Hiss
claimed.
After giving Briggs and Hiss two
minutes to recapitulate their argu-

NDREW YOUNG
MUSTGO...

Panamanian PresiIndian woman as
vigilant for rights
own country.
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ments, Acheson "decided to do
nothing — that is, he decided in
favor of Hiss and he cheerfully dismissed us."
After Secretary of State Byrnes
heard Ricardo Alfaro's UN speech,
he complained to Briggs, but Acheson, who was not especially interested in Latin America, assumed
responsibility, Briggs wrote.
Commenting on the Hiss involvement, Briggs points out that Hiss'
political views are beyond the
scope of this writing, but:
"What is not questionable, however, is that no man, seeking to
impair the relations between the
builder and operator of the Panama
Canal on the one hand and the
people of Panama on the other
could have devised a move more
calculated to implant the virus of
'colonialism' into the tissue of relations.
"The immediate excitement died
down, but the professional nationalists of Panama City and Colon
did not forget the incident. They
are regularly reminded of it by a
Moscow which has been attempting for 50 years to damage
Panama-United States relations in
the conviction that the Panama
Canal is the most vulnerable artery
we possess.
"More, the virus has been spread
by left-leaning demagogues elsewhere in Latin America.
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Editor's Notebook

At-Large City Elections
Upheld by Appeals Court
BY GEORGE W. SHANNON
A recent decision by the U.S.
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals
should bring rejoicing among
Americans who believe in "home
rule" for the communities in which
they live.
The Appeals Court, in a majority
opinion, with only one judge dissenting, upheld the right of voters,
black and white, to choose their
municipal officials in at-large elections. Many of the nation's finest
cities — among them Jackson,
Mississippi, and Shreveport, Louisiana, both with commission-council
forms of government—have grown
to greatness during the past 60
years with mayors and other officials chosen in at-large majority
balloting.
In ruling on a case involving
Fairfield, Ala., the Appeals Court
said that at-large elections of municipal officials must be determined
to be intentional tools for discrimination before they can be declared
unconstitutional.
Four cases were consolidated in
the Appeals Court's decision. The
Court upheld at-large elections in
Fairfield, Ala., and sent similar
cases emanating from Shreveport
and Thomas County, Georgia,
back to lower federal courts for
reconsideration. The city of Mobile, Alabama, where a decision
against at-large voting resulted in
a move to impeach the federal
judge who handed it down, was
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held to have an unconstitutional
government—a decision which undoubtedly will be taken to the U.S.
Supreme Court.
The Appeals Court action was a
rebuff to U.S. District Court Judge
Ben C. Dawkins, Jr., who ruled in
1976 that the commission-council
form of government which has
served the city of Shreveport for
the past 68 years was unconstitutional. Judge Dawkins, in effect,
told the citizens of Shreveport that
they could no longer decide by a
majority vote the kind of government they wanted for their city, for
his ruling was issued despite the
fact that the people, only six years
earlier, had voted 2%-to-l to keep
their commission-council administration.
Dissatisfied with Judge Dawkins'
reasoning, the Appeals Court sent
his decision back for reconsideration, declaring he had failed to
provide details of his investigation
and the reasons for his ruling.
Judge Dawkins, yielding to the
plea of Blacks United for Lasting
Leadership (BULL), an organization of Negro residents who asked
him to sanction a district-representative plan for electing members
of the city council, declared in his
ruling: "The evidence and applicable law support only one conclusion: that the commission-council form of municipal government
in Shreveport, requiring at-large
THE CITIZEN

election of all commissioners,
within the framework of facts and
circumstances peculiar to this city,
operates impermissibly to dilute
the minority voting strength of
black electors."
Then, the judge continued, 'Voting is polarized along racial lines"
in Shreveport and "it indeed is
highly unlikely that any black person, in the foreseeable future, will
receive a majority of votes cast in
any primary election for city office."
Judge Dawkins' ruling, if allowed to stand, would have
changed all this by making it impossible for blacks not to be
elected; Negro citizens in Negro
areas simply would have no white

candidates for whom they could
vote.
Without taking into account that
Judge Dawkins' "remedy", while
satisfying the black plaintiffs,
could have the effect of "diluting"
the voting strength of white electors (a consequence with which,
seemingly, he was unconcerned),
it is clear that his decision relies
on two false assumptions: (1)
that blacks cannot be elected in
at-large elections and (2) that all
blacks desire to be governed by
other blacks. In Fairfield, Ala.,
six of seven black candidates were
elected in 1968; the fact that no
blacks were elected in 1972 was
attributed by the court to racial
polarization, rather than discrimination. In Port Gibson, Miss.,
where black citizens constitute a
majority of the electorate and
could have an all-black council if
they desired, whites were swept
back into all four positions on the
city council in an at-large election
in 1976, shortly after Judge
Dawkins issued his ruling.
Within the past year citizens in
Jackson, Meridian and Greenwood,
Mississippi, have gone to the polls
and defeated proposals by blacks
and white liberals to change their
governments from the commissioncouncil to the mayor-council form.
They refused to be fooled by the
argument that "if we don't change
our form of government, the federal courts will change it for us."

U.S. District Judge Ben C. Dawkins, Jr.
in his 1976 ruling that Shreveport's
com mission-council form of government
was unconstitutional cited inferiority of
some Negro housing, etc. in support of his
opinion. The 5th Circuit Court of Appeals
has told him to reconsider his decision.
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This old argument was still
being used, prior to the Fifth Circuit Court's recent ruling, in
Shreveport, where a renewed attempt to change the city's government was being made by the same
27

come under new ownership and a
new editor. The Shreveport Times,
which was silent in 1970 but now
declares that it knew all along
that a change was needed, was
sold to a national newspaper chain
in 1976.
The commission-council form of
government now prevailing in
Jackson, Meridian and other cities,
enables all citizens, black or white,
to cast votes of equal value for all
members of their city councils. To
abandon it would be to plunge
their residents into geographic, racial and factional strife.

Shreveport Mayor L. Calhoun Allen, who
in 1976 promptly announced that Judge
Dawkins' decision would be appealed, has
now been vindicated by the Appeals
Court's action — as have the Mayor's
constituents.

liberal-black coalition which tried
it and failed in 1970.
When Judge Dawkins' ruling
ceased to be a factor the liberal
elements began pointing to recent
irregularities in city government as
sufficient cause for voters to switch
to the mayor-council form.
A majority of Shreveport voters
fell for this spurious argument,
overlooking examples of the
mayor-council system in New York
City, which is bankrupt; Detroit,
which has the highest crime rate
in the nation, and Chicago, where
racial animosities are so great that
white citizens dare not enter a
black area. Deprived of guidance
which existed in 1970, Shreveporters made the change in a special election, May 13. Since 1970
the Shreveport Journal, which led
the fight against the change, has

NEW YORK POVERTY(Continued from Page 7)

stopped replacing them. \Ve had
21 fires in less than three years."
Robberies, shootings and narcotics problems also were cited by
Benjamin, while Ballard added
this observation: "Whenever we
wanted to deal with anyone in any
Federal agency there was nobody
to talk to, or they didn't know the
answers or didn't want to."
Today, the Federal Department
of Housing and Urban Development, having paid off the defaulted
$4.1 million "rehabilitation" mortgage, is the new "owner" of the
ruined buildings. A more accurate
way of describing the transfer of
"ownership" would be to say that
an additional debt of $4.1 million
has been dumped on the shoulders
of American taxpayers.
Do you think President Carter
should increase this amount by
another $870 million? This is a
question you might ponder in reflecting upon your 1977 income tax
return.
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Federal Judge Negatives
Affirmative Action Plan
BY MEDFORD EVANS
One of the most delightful utterances I have read in many a day
was found in the most unlikely
place, to wit: an opinion of a
Federal judge in a civil rights case.*
The Honorable Fred W. Kaess, a
District Judge in Eastern Michigan,
on the 27th day of February issued
a memorandum opinion in a class
action
regarding
promotional
practices in the Detroit Police
Department, where plaintiffs William Morgan, Brian Brunett, and
Donald Prince, representing the
Detroit Police Officers Association,
alleged in a suit against Detroit
Mayor Mayor Coleman A. Young,
Police Chief Philip G. Tannian,
five Police Commissioners, and the
City of Detroit that they, the plaintiffs — three white males - - had
been intentionally passed over
for promotion to the rank of
Sergeant solely because of their
race.
Judge Kaess not only ruled in
favor of the three white males,
which is startling enough in these
days of women's liberation and
black power, but delivered himself of some fine philosophical
observations which were further
distinguished by that most uncommon commodity, common sense.
Declaring it indefensible that
police officers of proven and undisputed merit should be passed
over in order to promote others
°See news item. Page 8.
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merely because their ancestral
roots may have been embedded
in slavery, this wise and upright
judge explained:
"No one can doubt that a police
officer is a professional in every
sense of the word. Ordinarily he
makes more decisions and exercises
broader discretion day in and day
out than a judge does in a week.
Indeed, these professionals have
only minutes — sometimes seconds
— to make decisions that perplex
experienced judges for months,
who may even then divide five to
four or two to one. Our society
expects that these professional officers will not only enforce the law
in determining what constitutes a
constitutional arrest or search but
also act as curbside psychiatrist,
social worker, legal adviser, minister and doctor. Cognizant of these
factors the tax-paying community
is entitled to the services of the
most qualified police officers and
supervisors available — without
regard to unconstitutional racial
considerations . . . . The fact that
a racial group, any racial group,
suffered its own special injustice
does not make one such group different in the eyes of the law —
for the remedy for racial discrimination is not more racial discrimination . . . . The Court holds . . .
that the racial promotional practices of the Detroit Police Depart-

ROY V. HARRIS(Continued from Page 15)

Detroit Mayor Coleman A. Young is shown here as of last November, when he won
re-election to office, declaring his intention to "reduce racial polarization." Judge
Kaess' decision that merit and seniority, regardless of race, must govern police
promotions should help.

ment cannot withstand a constitutional assault, and violate the
rights guaranteed to whites [as
well as blacks] by the EqualProtection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment of the United
States Constitution
One does not have to support
earlier Court decisions which
found unconstitutional various administrative arrangements based on
recognized racial differences (or
on recognized sex differences or
differences between childhood and
maturity) in order to applaud the
fairness and sagacity of the jurist
who (1) remembers that the public
has an overriding interest in the
quality of a police force, and (2)
that if one group has in the past
suffered unfair discrimination, the
remedy is not reverse unfair discrimination in the present or future.
The answer is simple justice to
all concerned.
Not only is Judge Kaess' opinion
a model of common sense and
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sound philosophy, it also furnishes
an example of the clear, forceful,
and felicitous use of the English
language. Ours is a government of
laws and not of men. That is one
of America's proudest boasts. But
those laws can be known to succeeding generations — and to all
persons of any one generation —
only through the medium of language, the English language as it
happens. Would that in more of
our courts, including the highest,
there might be found more regularly the apt expression of sound
reasoning which so distinguishes
Judge Kaess' exposition of the legal
and logical foundations of his
decision. Would there were more
like him! And, happily, there are a
few, if only a few, worthy of
Wordsworth's tribute: "Wise, upright, valiant: not a servile band,/
Who are to judge of danger which
they fear,/ And honor which they
do not understand."
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pick two of then-Governor Carter's
staunchest political arch enemies,
one need look no further at that
time than Senators Kidd and
Holley. As columnist Shipp aptly
points out, sending Holley as a gobetween to Governor Carter was
like sending Arafat to talk to Begin
about differences with Sadat.
"There seem to be two possibilities arising out of the Kidd indictment. One is that the charge is
made of weak stuff. The other is
that the latest trial of the Silver
Fox from Milledgeville will indeed
emit shock waves.
"The President is reportedly
considering testifying against Kidd
by videotape. He also ought to
explain to the American people
why he has kept silent on this
matter for six years."
There is a unique situation in
this case. The Judge, the court
officials and the lawyers went to
Washington and the judge convened court there so the President
could testify. A video tape was
made of his testimony and this
video tape was shown to the jury
on the trial when it took place in
Macon, Georgia during April 18-21,
1978.
Another interesting question in
this case is why, after six years, did
they decide to prosecute Senator
Kidd?
The answer is plain to those
who know the political history of
Georgia for the past few years.
They could not get Senator Holley
to testify against Kidd until recent
months.
MAY
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Why did Holley change? In the
first place, some of his friends
operated a bank in Augusta which
went broke. The government took
over the bank and the FDIC is
now suing Holley for $2.4 million
on notes which he owes the bank.
In addition, Holley has been
spending a great deal of his time in
London working with a group of
Arabs there. Time magazine in
a February issue gives Holley
credit for lining Bert Lance up
with the Arabs and getting them
to buy his stock in an Atlanta
bank. The Arabs seem to be bailing
Lance out of his financial troubles
and he and Holley are both helping the Arabs buy up a lot of
stock and property in the United
States.
It stands to reason that the
Arabs would not be interested in
Lance were it not for the fact
that he has entree to both the back
and front doors of the White
House.
This time, they had Holley
where the hair was short and he
had to play ball with them.
I gathered from some of the
comments of the jurors in the case
that they figured that Kidd might
have been guilty, but they were not
willing to convict him on the testimony of the President.
To most people, it is a mystery
why the President of the United
States would go to such an effort
to punish a small-fry political
enemy.
This trial in Milledgeville did
"emit shock waves". It slapped
Jimmy Carter right in the face and
told him in no uncertain terms that
they don't believe his boast: <CI
will never lie to you."
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